DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

both the Queen and her Prime Minister, Lord Rose-
bery, saw in this marriage of her grand-daughter
to the heir to the throne of Russia a most hopeful
prospect of restoring friendship between the coun-
tries. As for the young man's father. Tsar Alex-
ander III, she had, till now, never forgiven him
for forcing Prince Alexander of Battenberg to abdi-
cate from the throne of Bulgaria, and she had used
the very strongest expressions to the Prince about
him : " My indignation,'5 she wrote, " against your
barbaric, Asiatic, tyrannical cousin is so great that
I cannot trust myself to write about it." But that
was long ago and now she told the barbarous Asiatic..
how gratified she was at this betrothal.

Before leaving Coburg the Queen arranged that
Princess Alix should stay with her in England during
the summer for two solid months, and for a month
Nicholas was there also :   they brought with them
the Russian priest who was preparing her for her
reception into the Orthodox Church.   After the iron
etiquette   of the   Romanoffs   the   Tsarevitch   was
astonished at the freedom the Queen permitted : she
allowed him, he told his mother, to go for drives with
Albc without a chaperon.   Not less astonishing to
him was the democratic atmosphere of Sandringham,
The Prince of Wales was having a sale of horses, and
the  house-party  consisted  chiefly  of horse-dealers
quite unknown to his Aunt Alix ;  there was even a
Jew among them which perhaps was the oddest
experience of all for a member of the Russian Royal
Family.   His cousins teased him about his " efforts
to keep away from these queer guests and to avoid
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